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Congratulations to our Junior
Girls! Thank you to our athletes

for their perseverance,

sportsmanship and school spirit!
Thank you to our coaches, M.
Kakar, Mme Merches and M.
White for their mentorship and
support! Way to go Eagles!

What's Happening @ EMPS!

: J '. irls’ Basketball Team on
fiBasketball championship @ EMPS!

STEM and Coding @ EMPS!

Grade 2 classes in Coding sessions with Mme Mahmoudi. Just look at how
focussed they are! Thank you to the community for your support with our
fundraising efforts. We recently received a shipment of books, STEM and
Coding supplies, games and materials and we can't wait to use them!
Merci a Mme Mahmoudi for the wonderful work she is doing with the

Library Learning Commons and the activities she supports.
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Earth WeekCelebration April 24th
Our Eco Team hosted an Assembly on Monday, April 24th. We celebrated student
achievement with their EcoFair projects and Earth week activities. Thank you Mme

Nursimulu and the team of teachers and students who champion EcoSchools @
EMPS!

. Please join us for our School Council Meetings! Our meetings are
S c l/l 0 0 L hosted in the library from 7:00 p.m. For families who cannot join us
face-to-face, a virtual meet link is shared on the day of the event. Our

OunCII meetings for the remainder of the year are on the following days: May
4th

FREE Family Event @ EMPS
Thursday, May 18th

6:00 p.m.

In-person at the school

Details coming to your Inbox soon!

EMPS family and community members are invited to register for
this event.

Wednesday, May 3, 2023 6:50 pm - 9:00 pm - VIRTUAL EVENT

Who May Register: Up to 10 school community members representative of our diverse parent
communities

How to Register: Please register by accessing the PEAC Regional Symposium webpage where you will
find the registration form as well as more information about the PEAC Regional Symposium.

Questions about the PEAC Regional Symposium may be directed to
leadership.development.engagement@yrdsb.ca.



https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/school-councils/peac-regional-symposium
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfwK4gCQPCAn2aKP7RDXdrJSNDafRLMtMDfnlNESv1VN4cfug/viewform?usp=sf_link2aKP7RDXdrJSNDafRLMtMDfnlNESv1VN4cfug/viewform?usp=sharing
mailto:leadership.development.engagement@yrdsb.ca
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!

ring Fair - June 1st, 2023:
Elder's Mills PS School Council is busy planning the FIRST
Spring Fair since 2018! Together we can make this a
spectacular event!!!

We are looking for parent volunteers to support the event. The

Spring Fair will be held on June 1st, 6-8pm. We will need help

to set up, run activities, and take down. If you are interested in helping out please email the
School Council at elders.mills.ps@sc.YRDSB.ca.

We are also looking for special events to include at the fair. If you own a business or have a

special talent and can donate time or resources to the event, please let us know.

Without you, these events would not be possible. Thank you to everyone that has already
given their time!

o

O

Breakfast Bonanza: Let’s Celebrate our EMPS Staff

Wednesday June 14, 2023 at 9am in the Staff
Lounge
Our EMPS staff work tirelessly to provide the best
education to our children, and it's time to show
them our appreciation! We're hosting a special
brunch just for them, filled with delicious treats
donated by our wonderful parents. Let's come
together to make this event a memorable one for
them!
Parents, we need your help! Please visit our live Google document using the link
provided below to let us know which items you can donate towards. We are counting
on your generosity to provide our staff at EMPS with a variety of yumnmy dishes,
pastries, and drinks based on the items on the list.
Live Google Link:
https://docs.google.com/document/d/tkmfoueOBkITZyMVymg nm8riwFIX ycpkdfTT
iIZ]aO/edit?usp=sharing
Instructions for Donations:

m To donate towards this breakfast event, please follow the steps below:

e Click on the live Google document link provided below.

e Choose the item(s) you would like to donate from the list.

e Enter your name and the quantity of item(s) you will donate.

e Purchases of food items can be dropped off at the school office ON
Tuesday June 13™, 2023 .

e Purchases of non-food items can be dropped off any time BEFORE
Tuesday June 13, 2023.


mailto:elders.mills.ps@sc.YRDSB.ca
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kmfoue0BkITZyMVymg_nm8rIwFlX_ycpkdfTTiIZJa0/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1kmfoue0BkITZyMVymg_nm8rIwFlX_ycpkdfTTiIZJa0/edit?usp=sharing
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Every Student Counts Survey:

The Every Student Counts Survey will be open from April 24 - May
12,2023. All students from Kindergarten to Grade 12 are invited to
participate. Families of students in Kindergarten to Grade 3 will
complete the survey with their child at home and students in

StUdent CoURtS
Uy

grades 4 - 12 will complete the survey during class. For more
information and responses to Frequently Asked Questions, please

visit: Every Student Counts Survey web pages

EQAO Grade 3 and Grade 6

EQAOQ is coming soon to EMPS. Grade 3 and Grade 6 students will r \
participate in this province-wide assessment. The test will be e
administered between May 10th - June 14th. Details about the dates N _“

and the assessment will be sent to our Grade 3 and 6 families in a

separate communication. Families wishing to learn more about EQAO
and the assessments are invited to visit their website at https://www.eqao.com/about-eqao/.

2023 Summer Learning Programs Available

During the month of July, YRDSB continues to offer credit and non-credit summer school program
opportunities for elementary, secondary and adult students.

Registration is now open for the following programs:

Elementary Credit and Non-Credit Programs:

Camp Black Brilliance (for Black Families entering JK or SK)

Summer Institute (K-8)

Elementary Summer School (Grades 6-8 non-credit reinforcement)
Grade 8 Reach Ahead (credit)

Secondary Credit Programs:

e In-Person Learning
e Online Learning


https://www2.yrdsb.ca/about-us/departments/research-services/every-student-counts-survey
https://www.eqao.com/about-eqao/
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/elementary-school/summer-programs
https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/secondary-school/summer-learning-opportunities
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Adult Learning Programs:

Adult Literacy and Basic Skills

English as a Second Language

Citizenship Classes

Language Instruction for Newcomers to Canada

For more information about summer learning programs and registration please visit www.yrdsb.ca
nd follow n Twitter @YRDSB,

May is Asian an h Asian Heri Month an nadian Jewish Heri Month:
2999
~ MAY
In May 2002, the Government of Canada signed an official declaration to designate
May as Asian Heritage Month. At the provincial level, the Legislative Assembly of
Ontario designated May as South Asian Heritage Month in 2001 and as Asian Heritage
Month in 2005. As we approach the month of May, communities across Canada will
be coming together to understand, affirm and appreciate the vibrant heritages of
Canadians of the Asian and South Asian diaspora.

Canadian |ewish Heritage Month was given Royal Assent in the Legislative Assembly of Ontario
(Jewish Heritage Month Act, 2012, S.0. 2012, c. 1 - Bill 17) on April 24, 2012 and in the Senate of
Canada on March 29, 2018. As we approach the month of May, staff and students are encouraged to
engage in opportunities that celebrate and affirm Jewish histories and the achievements of the Jewish
community.

Canada is home to the fourth largest Jewish population in the world. There are close to 400,000
Jewish residents in Canada, and almost half of that number reside in Ontario. Jewish settlers in Canada
can be traced as far back as 1760. Jewish Canadians have proudly contributed to Canadian heritage in
all of its facets including the military, the arts, government, business, academia, law, medicine, culture,
and sports. Throughout the month of May, we celebrate the contributions Jewish Canadians make in
communities across the country.

The Centre for Black Student Excellence

. . , , THE CENTRE FOR
Please find this month's newsletter linked here:
BLACK STUDENT EXCELLENCE

May Newsletter



https://www2.yrdsb.ca/schools-programs/adult-learning
http://www.yrdsb.ca/covid19
https://www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/campaigns/asian-heritage-month/official-declaration.html
https://www.ola.org/sites/default/files/node-files/bill/document/pdf/2001/2001-12/bill---text-37-2-en-b098ra.pdf
https://www.ourcommons.ca/Committees/en/CHPC/StudyActivity?studyActivityId=9784222
https://staffweb-yrdsb.msappproxy.net/services/focus/equity/Documents/Centre%20for%20Black%20Student%20Excellence/SC-Newsletter-May.pdf
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Racial Literacy Workshop (@328

A Master Class for Black Families & Youth

Eleloersing!

presemed by

THE CENTRE FOR
BLACK STUDENT EXCELLENCE

Monday May 8, 2023
5:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.

@ The Venu Event Space

2800 Highway 7, Woodbridge, ON

Famnilies of YRDSE students who self-identify as Black
are invited to gather together for a master class in
racial literacy for resolving racial encounters with the
intermationally rencwned peychologist and author,

Dr. Howard Stevenson.

Dr Hovwward ., Stevenson

Come learn techniques to discuss how anti-Black racism

functions in & way that empowers and protects the B L C K
mental health of Black children by building important !

racial communication skills that helps reduce racial stress E XCELLE NC E

and increase agency,
E0 porm Croors open

Dinner is available at no cost. All participants in this 518 - 5:30 p.m. Dinner & minge with

FREE wiorkshop must R3VF using the link below,

Lommun It}" partners

6:30 - 8:30 pm. Interactive worlshop

Maote: All YRESB studant participants miust
be accompanied by a parent, guardian of adult family membar

REGISTRATION LINK HERE



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScQpO4nKUMPfVoGAIRJ82nTiQn1HQX2aDZ52mqjrNhihHx4qA/viewform
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Navigating Secondary
School and Beyond

1023 Summer Program

Program overview

The Come Up surmmer program is a unigue in-person
course offered to seli-identifying Black students in the York
Region District Schoal Board. It also incudes guest speakers,
field trips, lunch and swag.

Students entering grade 9 will earn a Civics and Careers
(GLC2OICHV2O) credit.

Students entering Grade 10 will earn a Black Histery
(CHE3O) eredit. This eredit can be used to fulfill the grade 10
compulsory history credit.

E ||g| bil |T_}" (must meet all eriteria)

«  Are you entering Grade 9 or 10 in September 20237
* Do you self-identify as Black?
+  Are you a YRDSB Student?

* Are you interested in earning a high school credit?

Dates
July 5 - July 2B, 2023 (Monday-Friday)*

*Arendance is mandatory for the duration of the program.
Please mote: Lunch will only be provided on Mondays and Wednesdays.

8:45 a.m. - 3:35 p.m.
Choice of Tommy Douglas 55 or Milliken Mills HS

Register by May 26, 2023

The Come Up Summer Program - Register at this link



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdXEshwEwMbyHxVDcngjHrM8eZtomu4fjJAs6jGV7DYtFVM2w/viewform?usp=sf_link
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Virtual Black Parent/Guardian Workshop Series

2023 Summer Program

Is your child a YRDSB student?

oin us for a workshop series
Is your child transitioning to Grade 9 or 107 J P

on navigating the secondary

Is your child registered in the Come Up Program?
school system.

Does your child self-identify as Black?

Session # 1 - Tuesday, June 27, 2023, 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Understanding the Secondary System

(Structure, Rights, Policies, Attendance, Credit Recovery, |EPs and more)

Session # 2 - Tuesday, July 11, 2023, 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Supporting your Child (Mental Health Supports, Tips and Strategies)

Families of all students for the summer school program will receive registration information

for the Black Parent/ Guardian Workshop Series via email once student registration is complete.

For more information email: TheComelUP@vyrdsb.ca
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Alliance of Educators for Black Students (AEBS)
invites you to

Family Engagement Conference 2023:
Creating Dynamic Futures

Please join us to learn about mental health, special education,
and ways to navigate the education system with appearances
from children’'s authors Amaya James and Erica London.

Keynote Speaker: Dwayne Morgan

When:
Saturday, May 13, 2023
10:30am - 2:30pm
Light refreshments will be served
Where:
Richmond Green High School
1 William F. Bell Pkwy in Richmond Hill

Register Now !

Follow Us On Twitter @AEBSyrdsb
For additional information please contact asbsca@gmail.com

REGISTER FOR THIS EVENT AT THIS LINK


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeMe0CWT4tNfUt2ieJG1JbHwzBT_D25Hcz2d_QE_JfMYole-A/viewform
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Building an Understanding of Anti-Black Islamophobia

YRDSB Families and Communities

In this session, participants will explore the interlocking impact of anti-Blackness and
Islamophobia on Black Muslim Communities and Black Muslim Students. Throughout this
session, participants will be encouraged to think about how they center intersectionality in
their everyday lives and how that impacts anti-Islamophobia work. Practical resources and
recommendations will be shared to support efforts in creating equitable and inclusive
environments.

Date: May 10, 2023
Time: 6:30pm - 8:00pm
Location: VIRTUAL

Registration: Register for Event

Know Your Rights: Muslim Students and Families

YRDSB Families and Communities

In this session, students and families will learn about their legal rights and responsibilities
within schools. Participants will be provided with tools and resources that will support them
throughout their child's school experience, allowing them to feel more confident and
empowered.

Date: May 16, 2023
Time: 7:00pm - 8:30pm
Location: VIRTUAL

Registration: Register for Event

Building and Understanding of Anti-Black Islamophobia Registration link

Know Your Rights - Muslim Students and Families Registration link


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeH-hUs0oMHtVWvjiO3OCcN75d4l7aXW8LsF3gincJMpsWhaQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeOI8dg_YIrWPsMahDn_9Ri5Ri7G02vE83voa4ZWAPdmrWOpw/viewform
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2023 South Asian Heritage Month

Educators of Students of South Asian Heritage (ESSAH)
Invites you to engage in the celebration & professional learning around
Affirming South Asian Identities

ST
SOUTH ASIAN

EGE

TH

HERIT
- PO IS

J

Randall Public School
50 Randall Ave, Markham, ON L3S 1E2
May 4, 2023 from 6:00 pm -8:30 pm

ister Onlin ril 2

This event is an opportunity for all educators and parents to network, share and learn about ways to
affirm and create positive spaces for students of South Asian Heritage.

Please join us for an evening of connecting through storytelling, music, information and resource
sharing. This is an opportunity to amplify South Asian student, educator and parent voices.

Light refreshments will be served.

For additional information please contact ESSAH Co-Chairs: asha.rathod@yrdsb.ca,
kala.henryi@yrdsb.ca, and rashmee kamad-janii@yrdsb.ca

Follow us on ESSAH (@ESSAHyr) [ Twitter
Who are South Asians?

According to the Canadian Encyclopedia, South Asian Canadians trace their origins to South Asia, which
encompasses India, Pakistan, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. Most South Asian Canadians are immigrants
or descendants of immigrants from these countries, but immigrants from South Asian communities
established during British colonial times also include those from East and South Africa, Guyana, Trinidad
and Tobago, Fiji and Mauritius. [Some South Asian Canadians come from Britain, the US and Europe. In
the 2016 census, 1,963,330 Canadians reported South Asian origins (1,603,000 single and 360,330
multiple responses)”.

That said, the experiences of individual students and their families are so rich and diverse that they
cannot be neatly packed into labelled boxes.

Registration link here

11



https://forms.gle/WVLHqHHoV39d2NZ27
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Jewish Heritage Month Special Event
Periphery Film Community Screening
Date:  May 16,2023
Time: 5:30 pmto 7:30 pm
Location: Richmond Hill Secondary School

Audience: YRDSB students, families and staff

“Periphery is an evocative photographic and film project that bears witness to ethnic
diversity in the Jewish community. Sharing narratives from individuals of multiracial
and multiethnic backgrounds, Periphery creates space to look, listen, and learn from
participants as they share their experiences and explore ideas of representation,
intersectionality, ethnicity, race, and sexuality.”

More information regarding Periphery, the Short Film can be found on the

Periphery webpage. Directly after the film screening, there will be a question and

answer period hosted by Sara Yacobi-Harris from No Silence on Race.

Register through the Google Form by May 1.

This event is presented by Inclusive School and Community Services, in
partnership with the Network of Educators Supporting Jewish Learners (NESJL).
Please contact ISCS at iscs@yrdsh.ca for more information.

Periphery webpage link

Google Form Registration Link

12



https://peripheryexhibit.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSccMopX21MVv6G4koP4vsSOZld37M4j2OyZGva5F0EfxFDvUA/viewform
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MESSAGES FROM THE OFFICE

Late Arrivals to School

= e S e N ; \:-. :-._ :-'II‘I; \'
e ; e * .w Y
Consistent, punctual attendance is very important. Learning occurs i e T

daily, right from the beginning of the school day. Frequent, repeated WE L C 0 ME
late arrivals and absences result in missed learning for students,

disruptions to the routine of the classroom and missed opportunities to We Are Glad You Are Here!
develop socially.

Consistent late arrivals impact your child’s learning in several ways. We
find that we have a high volume of students arriving late that are not typically bussed students. We
request your support in getting your child to school on time.

Classes start and attendance is taken at 8:45 a.m. If you are driving your child to school, or if they are
walking, they can arrive as early as 8:30 a.m. when supervision is available in the school yard. Parents
and caregivers please support positive habits about school attendance. Please let us know how we
may support you and your child in setting them up for success as we come to the end of this term
and prepare for the next school year.

Spirit Wear

Students, Families & Friends have an opportunity to soar with their fellow Eagles!!!
Spirit Wear such as hoodies, t-shirts, sweatpants and caps will all be available to order
forall. Create and share memories with purchases available from now until June 1.
Deliveries will be made to Elder’s Mills every 2 - 3 weeks and sent home with students.
All proceeds will fund school enhancements and programs. Shop online by following

this link: https://stores.inksoft.com/eldersmills/shop/home

On the Horizon....

May

1 Grade 7-8 Trip to Skills Ontario Workshops Field Trip
4 School Council Meeting

5 Jump Rope for Heart kick off Assembly

8 & 9 Vaughan Firefighter Hazard House visit in library
11 & 12 Gr 6s Trip to Science Centre

14 Mother's Day

13


https://stores.inksoft.com/eldersmills/shop/home
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18 School Council Family evening event
19 Jump Rope for Heart Event

25 EMPS Track and Field DayGrades 4 - 8
29- Track and Field Rain date

June
1- 8- Book Fair

We wish our students and our families a very happy weekend!

gc%end& Korinia Ormarn WhTe

Principal Vice-Principal
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